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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Flute (doubling alto and bass flute)
Clarinet in B-flat (doubling Bass Clarinet)
Violin
Viola
Cello

Piano

PIANO: retunes the four pitches that are also retuned in Grisey's Vortex Temporum -
C should be lowered a quarter tone, E-flat should be lowered a quarter tone,
A should be lowered a quarter tone, and F# should be lowered a guarter tone.

The pianist also inserts two strips of Blu Tack very firmly onto the strings as indicated on m.1
resulting in a brittle, wooden sound with little pitch.

Disinfected harmonicas are be available from the publisher
with the parts & score rental.

The string players and the pianist each perform on a harmonica.

In order to perform the piano/violin/viola and play harmonica at the same time,
the harmonica should be affixed with tape to a horizontally inclined microphone stand.

The harmonicas (in B-flat, A, F, and E) are diatonic 10-hole harmonicas.
Both a standard notation is given as well as an indication above the part
showing which holes to cover and whether to blow (+) or draw (-).



PROGRAM NOTES

I began writing this work in 2019 having been invited to help my friend
Blair Braverman on her quest to complete her first Iditarod, the dogsled
race across Alaska. While she was competing with fourteen dogs, I was
to take care of eighteen dogs that she had chosen to leave behind only

a day before embarking on the race.

63 miles into the Denali Highway, accessible only by snowmobile or
dogsled, I stayed in a cabin the size of a large walk-in closet for what
was meant to be two weeks, hitching the dogs to a sled several times

a day.

After managing to right the sled with one hand, I stood on the runners,
watching the dogs watching me, thinking about my next step.

I n the moments when I had been on the ground, being dragged,
feeling something absolutely wrong happening to my hand,

I remember now how very lucid I was: terrorized, thrilled, and
simply disappointed that this would prevent me for continuing
this dream-like, solitary experience.

And as I stood on the runners, a crimson geyser on white issuing
from my hand, I was both very afraid and very excited.

What comes next, I thought.

This is a piece that explores eruptions of torn violence alternating
with contemplation and solitude.
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