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Estro Poetico-Armonico II (2014)

PROGRAM NOTES

Estro poetico-armonico II is a work that takes as its launching point the fifty psalm settings of Benedetto Marcello, a contemporary of J.S. Bach, who
paraphrased or elaborated on the liturgical music of the Venetian Jewish Community of his time. I came across his music when I was living in Rome
working on death will come and she shall have your eyes (2008) for string orchestra, mezzo-soprano, and archival recordings of Roman cantors from the
1940-50s. I was awestruck by the Jewish communities of Rome and Venice who were segregated for so many decades and centuries since their initial
arrival in Italy after the destruction of the second temple in Jerusalem. Without any possible ability to ever verify such a claim, nor really requiring such
proof for my artistic license, I imagined that one generation passed on to another their musical traditions, and through a kind of telephone-game-
evolution, this music lost (or gained) its essence on each transference.

When I came across the first edition of Marcello's psalms, the Estro poetico-armonico (1724-1727), 1 tead his introduction with great astonishment and
pleasure: he, too, spoked of an imagined filament connecting the music sung in the Venetian synagogues with "an ancient music passed down from
Mount Sinai". The theory, of course, can never be proven, nor should it be, in order to appreciate the beauty and brilliant inventiveness of his music.

My Estro poetico-armonico 11 is a re-imagining/re-hearing/re-creating in a very far-away, distant sense.

This work was made possible by a grant from the Fromm Music Foundation and written for Collide-O-Scope Ensemble.

PERFORMANCE INDICATIONS

Violin and Cello parts require a quarter-tone scordatura tuning on several strings. The full score and parts are written, not sounding
pitches. A metal practice mute is required for both ve. and vin.

The pianist should mark with chalk or tape the strings that require the player to manually touch a harmonic node on the string itself
while striking the accompanying key.

The pianist is also required to have a lightweight wooden ruler with which to glissando on the pegs (never the strings) from high to low.

Pedal markings are extremely important.
The sustain pedal is used as a percussive instrument, and should be depressed with enough force to create a resonant sound in moments
where a rest has a (fj marking combined with a pedal indication.

Accidentals, in the usual manner, repeat throughout a bar.
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Yotam Haber, Estro Poetico-Armonico Il -- alto flute fingerings

A key with a slash through it indicates the key to be trilled. No attempt has been made to indicate
whether one begins with the trilled key open or closed, although in several cases it makes a
difference in the optimal pitch and response.

Since all flutes are different, some of these fingerings may of course not be successful for other
players.

Thanks to Tristan Durie for a very helpful Flute Fingering Font, available from
www.tristandurie.com.

m5 m8 m10 (lip up) m12 m12
Al/4b F 3/4 #
E E & 8 i
@’ @’ =’ =’ %’
ey ad p @ -9
Q00 Q00 Q00 0 0
m13 (lip up) ml5 ml5 ml8, bt3 m18, bt3
F1/4 # Fl/4b D1/4b A1/8b Al/4b
(lip down) (lip down)
&3 &3 te te te
> ¥ 5 5 %
9 _J 9 9 o®
00 Q00 0 LII] 00
ml8 ml8 ml8 m29 m30
o ’ o0 (normal F# --
lip up)
i3 i3 ] 5 5
o 2 2 & N
e 0 0 ] ]
9 - e -9 @

-
S
=

=]
1=
=

=]
1=
1=

o
=
1=

-
S
1=



Yotam Haber, Estro Poetico-Armonico Il -- alto flute fingerings, page 2
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Yotam Haber, Estro Poetico-Armonico Il -- alto flute fingerings, page 3
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Yotam Haber, Estro Poetico-Armonico Il -- alto flute fingerings, page 4
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This piece was made possible by a grant from the Fromm Music Foundation

ESTRO POETICO-ARMONICO II

YOTAM HABER
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