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We were all

Written for Alarm Will Sound and the Mizzou New Music Summer Festival

Flute

Oboe

Clin Bb

B Cl in Bb

Bassoon/Tenor voice

Horn in F

Trumpet in C

Trombone

Percussion 1: Marimba

Percussion 2: Glockenspiel, Ganza, Anvil
Keyboard: preferably synth with an electric piano sound that has an 80s retro
quality

Violin I/Soprano voice

Violin II/Countertenor voice

Viola

Violonecello

Double Bass (C extension optional)

Score in C
Duration: 9 minutes circa

The title of my piece comes from a poem called "cherries" by my friend Andrea Cohen. The full
poem reads:

Cherries
In the minute it took to fetch the blue bowl
from the kitchen to pick the just-ripe
cherries, the blackbirds had come. They picked
the branches clean, ascending into their own blue bowl.
Lacking wings, I look for meaning.
We were all hungry. We were all fed.

(Text used with permission from author)
[ only chose to set the last line for three of the musicians in the ensemble (who sing as well as
play instruments!), because I am fascinated by what is left unsaid: what happens between being
hungry and being fed? It is up to each reader, or in my case, listener, to decide. This piece is a
short burst of physical, muscular energy, sometimes menacing, sometimes exuberant, and 1
wrole it especially for the marvelous players of Alarm Will Sound with gratitude and joy.

We Were All was commissioned by the Adele and John Gray Endowment Fund
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